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CONTENTSFESTIVAL INFO

TICKETING
All tickets must be purchased in advance online. 
There is no in-person Box Office. Admission to all 
ticketed programs is included with the festival pass.  
Programs with free admission do not require a ticket. 

SEATING
Doors open 25 minutes prior to each program. 
Theaters will be cleared after each event. Ticket and 
pass holders must be in the theater ten minutes prior 
to each program to guarantee their seats. Arrive on 
time! Admission may be restricted after a program 
begins. 

FREE ADMISSION
Most live performance programs, anniversary films, 
alumni films, industry summit events, and the family 
community screening are free and unticketed, with 
seating available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Ticketing info is included in the details for each 
program.

STUDENT TICKETS
Current WM students may claim free tickets by 
waiting in a standby line prior to ticketed screenings. 
Students in the standby line will be able to enter the 
theater to fill available seats until capacity is reached, 
just prior to the screening. A current student ID 
must be presented, with a maximum of one ticket 
per person per show. Saving places in the line is not 
permitted.

VENUES & PARKING
The festival takes place in numerous venues on 
the William & Mary campus and the surrounding 
area of the Williamsburg community. Addresses 
for all venues may be found on page 36. Parking 
info is available on the festival’s website at 
ampersandfestival.com/venues.

COVID-19 POLICY
The COVID-19 regulations and masking policy for 
the festival are determined by the current regulations 
for William & Mary, and are subject to change at any 
time. The full policy is available at ampersandfestival.
com/info. 
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Receptions

THURSDAY
April 7, 6:00 - 7:30 PM

Williamsburg Community Building
401 N Boundary Street

Ticketed

Enjoy hors d’oeuvres and an 
open bar. Admission to this 

reception is exclusive to festival 
pass holders.

Hosted by WM FILM & MEDIA 
STUDIES. Venue provided by
CITY OF WILLIAMSBURG

SATURDAY NIGHT 
April 9, 10:00 PM

249 Richmond Road
Free

Enjoy a drink from the Virginia Beer Company while catching up with 
fellow festival attendees at this late night mixer. 

Hosted by the ALAN B. MILLER ENTREPRENEURSHIP CENTER and 
THE VIRGINIA BEER COMPANY. 

FRIDAY
April 8, 6:00 - 9:00 PM

Muscarelle Museum of Art
603 Jamestown Road

Free

Enjoy refreshments while you 
explore the current galleries of 

the musem.  
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Saturday, 1:00 PM
BELLE

A high school student becomes 
a globally beloved singer after 
entering a fantastic virtual world. 
She soon embarks on an emo-
tional and epic quest to uncover 
the identity of a mysterious beast 
who’s on the run from ruthless 
vigilantes. 

Sponsored by the William & Mary 
Arts and Sciences Annual Fund

Venue: Movie Tavern, $10

Director: Mamoru Hosoda, 2021, 122 min, 
PG, Japan, Japanese with English subti-
tles

Nominated for five awards at the 2022 
Annie Awards.

Wednesday, 7:00 PM
ASCENSION

The absorbingly cinematic As-
cension explores the pursuit of 
the “Chinese Dream.” Driven by 
mesmerizing—and sometimes 
humorous—imagery, this obser-
vational documentary presents a 
contemporary vision of China that 
prioritizes productivity and inno-
vation above all.

Venue: Kimball Theatre, $10

Director: Jessica Kingdon, 2021, China, 
97 min, Unrated, Mandarin with English 
subtitles

Nominated for Best Documentary Fea-
ture in the 94th Academy Awards, and 
winner of Best Documentary Feature at 
the 2021 Tribeca Film Festival.
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Sunday, 3:00 PM

BUSTER KEATON 
& DANA STEVENS

A screening of Buster Keaton’s 
1920 short silent film One Week 
with live musical accompaniment 
by pianist Andrew Simpson will 
open this program. After the film 
screening, author and film crit-
ic Dana Stevens will discuss her 
recently released book Camera 
Man: Buster Keaton, the Dawn of 
Cinema, and the Invention of the 
Twentieth Century with Brian Cas-
tleberry, Director of WM’s Creative 
Writing Program. 

Dana Stevens has been Slate’s 
film critic since 2006. She is 
also a cohost of the magazine’s 
long-running culture podcast, 
Culture Gabfest.

Sponsored by the Williamsburg 
Community Foundation

Venue: Commonwealth Auditori-
um, $10

Saturday, 6:30 PM

BLUE RIDGE
BARNUM

Blue Ridge Barnum is a docu-
mentary following Mark Cline, an 
artist/entertainer from Virginia, 
through the ups and downs of a 
pivotal year of his career. A work in 
progress screening.

Venue: Tucker Theater, Free

Director: Emma Mankey Hidem, 2022, 56 
min, Not Rated, USA, English

From Zachary Keifer ‘07

Silent Film Screening with Live Musical 
Accompaniment + Author Talk
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Thursday, 8:00 PM
CLARA SOLA 

In a remote village in Costa Rica, 
Clara, a withdrawn 40-year-old 
woman, experiences a sexual and 
mystical awakening as she begins 
a journey to free herself from the 
repressive religious and social 
conventions which have dominat-
ed her life.

Venue: Tucker Theater, $10

Director: Nathalie Álvarez Mesén, 2021, 
106 min, Not Rated, Belgium/Costa Rica/
Germany/Sweden, Spanish with English 
subtitles

Costa Rica’s submission for Best Inter-
national Feature at the 94th Academy 
Awards.

Wednesday, 4:00 PM
CASABLANCA

A cynical expatriate American cafe 
owner struggles to decide wheth-
er or not to help his former lover 
and her fugitive husband escape 
the Nazis in French Morocco. 

Venue: Hennage Auditorium, Free

Director: Michael Curtiz, 1942, 102 min, 
PG, USA, English 

80th
Anniversary
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Saturday, 3:45 PM

COMPARTMENT 
NO. 6 

A young Finnish woman escapes 
an enigmatic love affair in Mos-
cow by boarding a train to the 
arctic port of Murmansk. Forced 
to share the long ride and a tiny 
sleeping car with a larger than life 
Russian miner, the unexpected 
encounter leads the occupants of 
Compartment No. 6 to face major 
truths about human connection.

Sponsored by the William & Mary 
Arts and Sciences Annual Fund

Venue: Movie Tavern, $10

Director: Juho Kuosmanen, 2021, 106 min, 
R, Finland/Estonia/Germany/Russia, Rus-
sian with English subtitles

Winner of the Grand Prix at the 2021 
Cannes Film Festival.

Thursday, 5:30 PM

Venue: Tucker Theater, Free

Director: Brian Terrill, 2022, 125 min, Not 
Rated, USA, English

From Brian Terrill ‘12

COUNT GAUNTLY’S 
HORRORS - 

#100 THE LAST ACT 

In this hundredth episode of 
Count Gauntly’s Horrors from the 
Public Domain, Ogrot and the 
Count stage a grand circus fi-
nale. The episode features a trip 
throughout the horror landmarks 
of the Sunshine State, including a 
tour of Creative Engineering with 
founder Aaron Fechter - creator of 
the animatronic bands that played 
at Chuck E. Cheese’s in the 80s.
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Wednesday, 3:00 PM
DRIVE MY CAR 

Yusuke Kafuku, a stage actor and 
director, still unable, after two 
years, to cope with a sudden trag-
edy, accepts to direct Uncle Vanja 
at a theater festival in Hiroshima. 
There he meets Misaki, an intro-
verted young woman, appointed 
to drive his car. In between rides, 
secrets from the past and heart-
felt confessions will be unveiled.

Sponsored by Barbara Ramsey, 
City Council Member

Venue: Kimball Theatre, $10

Director: Ryûsuke Hamaguchi, 2021, 
179 min, Not Rated, Japan, Japanese, 
Indonesian, Cantonese, Chinese, English, 
German, Korean, Malay, & Tagalog with 
English subtitles

Nominated for Best Picture, Best Inter-
national Film, Best Director, and Best 
Adapted Screenplay for the 94th Acad-
emy Awards. Winner of Best Screenplay 
and nominated for Palme d’Or at the 
2021 Cannes Film Festival. 

Thursday, 6:00 PM

DEGAS: PASSION 
FOR PERFECTION

Venue: Muscarelle Museum of Art, 
Free

Director: David Bickerstaff, 2018, 85 min, 
Not Rated, United Kingdom, English

With exclusive access to view rare 
and diverse works, this film tells 
a fascinating story of Degas’ pur-
suit for perfection through both 
experimentation with new tech-
niques and lessons learnt from 
studying the past masters.

This event is part of the museum’s 
Muscarelle Explorations: Degas 
series. This series will give partici-
pants a special insight into the ex-
hibition Edgar Degas: The Private 
Impressionist (p. 28) on view Feb-
ruary 12 to May 29. 
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Thursday, 8:00 PM
ENCANTO  

The tale of an extraordinary family, 
the Madrigals, who live hidden in 
the mountains of Colombia, in a 
magical house, in a vibrant town, 
in a wondrous, charmed place 
called an Encanto.

Directors: Jared Bush, Byron Howard, & 
Charise Castro Smith, 2021, 102 min, PG, 
USA, English and Spanish

Nominated for Best Animated Feature 
and Best Original Score for the 94th 
Academy Awards. 

Thursday, 10:15 PM

ET TU ROB? THE 
PLAY: THE MOVIE

Venue: Tucker Theater, Free

2021, 103 min, Not Rated, USA, English

Moments before the curtains rise 
on their high school’s production 
of Julius Caesar, Rob (Brutus) ac-
cidentally stabs Wyatt (Caesar) 
backstage. Rob and his best friend 
Craig (Cassius) must then try to 
get Wyatt ready for the show, or - 
if things don’t work out- hide the 
body and find a replacement. Be-
fore the night is over, they’ll have 
to deal with a lovesick Casca, a 
sledgehammer-wielding Antony, 
and a stray Nick Bottom who has 
been kidnapped from the rival 
high school’s Midsummer. 

From Erik Wells ‘23

Venue: AMPitheater at Lake Matoa-
ka, Free
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Wednesday, 9:00 PM
FIRE OF LOVE 

Venue: AMPitheater at Lake Matoa-
ka, $10

Katia and Maurice Krafft loved 
two things — each other, and vol-
canoes. For two decades, the dar-
ing French volcanologist couple 
were seduced by the thrill and 
danger of this elemental love tri-
angle. They roamed the planet, 
chasing eruptions and their after-
math, documenting their discov-
eries in stunning photographs and 
breathtaking film to share with an 
increasingly curious public in me-
dia appearances and lecture tours. 

Director: Sara Dosa, 2022, 93 min, Not 
Rated, Canada/USA, English & French

Winner of the Jonathan Oppenheim Ed-
iting Award at the 2022 Sundance Film 
Festival

Friday, 10:15 PM
GIRL PICTURE  

Best friends Mimmi and Rönkkö 
support each other uncondition-
ally. They want to live adventurous 
lives, loaded with experiences and 
passion. Emma, on the contrary, 
has given her whole life to figure 
skating. Nothing gets between 
her and success. But when the 
girls meet, life opens whole new 
paths, and they all rocket in new 
directions.

Director: Alli Haapasalo, 2022, 101 min, 
Not Rated, Finland, Finnish with English 
subtitles

Winner of the Audience Award in the 
World Dramatic Competition at the 2022 
Sundance Festival.

Venue: AMPitheater at Lake Matoa-
ka, $10
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Saturday, 3:30 PM
HARAKIRI

Thursday, 4:00 PM
HIGH NOON

Venue: Hennage Auditorium, Free

Will Kane, the sheriff of a small 
town in New Mexico, learns a no-
torious outlaw he put in jail has 
been freed, and will be arriving 
on the noon train. Knowing the 
outlaw and his gang are coming 
to kill him, Kane is determined to 
stand his ground, so he attempts 
to gather a posse from among the 
local townspeople.

Director: Fred Zinnemann, 1952, 85 min, 
PG, USA, English

Down-on-his-luck veteran Tsugu-
mo Hanshirō enters the courtyard 
of the prosperous House of Iyi. Un-
employed, and with no family, he 
hopes to find a place to commit 
seppuku—and a worthy second 
to deliver the coup de grâce in 
his suicide ritual. In response to 
having his resolved questioned, 
Tsugumo reveals how their pasts 
are intertwined—and in doing so 
challenges the clan’s integrity. 

Venue: Hennage Auditorium, Free

Director: Masaki Kobayashi, 1962, 135 min, 
Not Rated, Japan, Japanese with English 
subtitles

60th
Anniversary

70th
Anniversary
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Friday, 8:00 PM
HIVE  

Fahrije’s husband has been miss-
ing since the war in Kosovo so she 
sets up her own small business 
to provide for her kids, but as she 
fights against a patriarchal soci-
ety that does not support her, she 
faces a crucial decision: to wait for 
his return, or to continue to perse-
vere.

Venue: Tucker Theater, $10

Director: Blerta Basholli, 2021, 84 min, 
Not Rated, Albania/Kosovo/Macedonia/
Switzerland, Albanian with English 
subtitles

Winner of the Grand Jury Prize, the Au-
dience Award,  and the Directing Award 
for World Dramatic Cinema at the 2021 
Sundance Film Festival.

Director: Panah Panahi, 2021, 93 min, Not 
Rated, Iran, Persain (Farsi) with English 
subtitles

A chaotic family is on a road trip 
across a rugged landscape. In the 
back seat, Dad has a broken leg, 
Mom tries to laugh when she’s 
not holding back tears, and the 
youngest keeps exploding into car 
karaoke. Only the older brother is 
quiet.

Thursday, 5:00 PM
HIT THE ROAD  

Venue: Kimball Theatre, $10
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Friday, 10:00 PM Wednesday, 5:00 PM
KRINGLE TIME MALCOLM X

The manager of a small town pub-
lic access station questions the 
legacy of his favorite children’s 
show mascot when he learns that 
the man inside the costume had 
been carrying a dark and scandal-
ous secret.

Biographical epic of the contro-
versial and influential Black Na-
tionalist leader, from his early life 
and career as a small-time gang-
ster, to his ministry as a member 
of the Nation of Islam. The screen-
play is largely based on Alex Ha-
ley’s 1965 book, The Autobiogra-
phy of Malcolm X. 

Venue: Tucker Theater, Free Venue: Tucker Theater, Free

Director: Matthew Lucas, 2021, 102 min, 
Not Rated, USA, English

Director: Spike Lee, 1992, 202 min, PG-13, 
USA, English

Written by Zan Gillies ‘09

30th
Anniversary
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Wednesday, 9:00 PM
MARS ONE   

Venue: Kimball Theatre, $10

Director: Gabriel Martins, 2022, 115 min, 
Not Rated, Brazil, Portuguese with 
English subtitles

Saturday, 4:30 PM

MY ASIAN-
AMERICAN DREAM 

Venue: Tucker Theater, Free

Director: Truman Ruberti, 2022, 73 min, 
Not Rated, USA, English

Three Asian-Americans come to-
gether to discuss their experienc-
es living in America: Satoshi Ito, a 
Japanese Internment Camp Sur-
vivor and former WM professor, 
Jenny Loveland, the USAF veteran 
daughter of a Japanese woman 
and an American GI, and Hannah 
Aaronson, a Chinese adoptee to 
a white American family. Their in-
terviews explore their unique indi-
vidual experiences and how they 
relate to the broader picture of be-
ing Asian-American.

From Truman Ruberti ‘20. Also in-
volved: Satoshi Ito, Emily Pease, 
Hunter Pease.The Martins family are optimistic 

dreamers, quietly leading their 
lives in the margins of a major 
Brazilian city following the dis-
appointing inauguration of a far-
right extremist president. A low-
er-middle-class Black family, they 
feel the strain of their new reality 
as the political dust settles.

Premiered at the 2022 Sundance Film 
Festival



14

Friday, 6:00 PM
SIRENS

Venue: Williamsburg Regional 
Library, $10

True to their name, Slave to Sirens 
— the first and only all-woman 
thrash metal band in the Middle 
East — are utterly magnetic. Amid 
a backdrop of political unrest and 
the heartbreaking unraveling of 
Beirut, five bandmates form a 
beacon of expression, resistance, 
and independence.

This screening is part of the Arab 
Arts Gala (p. 26). 

Director: Rita Baghdadi, 2022, 78 min, Not 
Rated, USA, Arabic with English subtitles

Premiered at the 2022 Sundance Film 
Festival

Thursday, 8:00 PM

Venue: Kimball Theatre, $10

Director: Vivian Kleiman, 2021, 79 min, 
Not Rated, USA, English

NO STRAIGHT 
LINES: THE RISE OF 

QUEER COMICS 

The road for queer comics from 
the margins of the underground 
comics scene to mainstream 
acceptance was fraught with 
challenges. No Straight Lines 
chronicles the journeys of five 
scrappy LGBTQ artists — Alison 
Bechdel, Howard Cruse, Mary 
Wings, Rupert Kinnard, and 
Jennifer Camper — from their 
early DIY work to the international 
stage, and offers a fascinating 
window into everything from the 
AIDS crisis to the search for love 
and a good haircut. 

Discussion with director Vivian Kleiman 
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Sunday, 4:00 PM

THE DISCREET CHARM 
OF THE BOURGEOISIE

Venue: Hennage Auditorium, Free

Director: Luis Buñuel, 1972, 101 min, PG, 
France/Italy/Spain, French & Spanish with 
English subtitles

In Luis Buñuel’s deliciously satir-
ical masterpiece, an upper-class 
sextet sits down to dinner but 
never eats, their attempts contin-
ually thwarted by a vaudevillian 
mixture of events both actual and 
imagined.

Wednesday, 1:30 PM
SOLARIS

Venue: Tucker Theater, Free

A psychologist is sent to a space 
station orbiting a planet called So-
laris to investigate the death of a 
doctor and the mental problems 
of cosmonauts on the station. He 
soon discovers that the water on 
the planet is a type of brain which 
brings out repressed memories 
and obsessions.

Director: Andrei Tarkosvsky, 1972, 167 min, 
PG, USSR, Russian with English subtitles 

50th
Anniversary

50th
Anniversary
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Thursday, 2:30 PM

THE LOST 
LEONARDO

Venue: Kimball Theatre, $10

Director: Andreas Koefoed, 2021, 95 min, 
PG-13, Canada/Denmark/France/Swe-
den/UK/USA, English & French

The Lost Leonardo tells the inside 
story behind the Salvator Mundi, 
the most expensive painting ever 
sold at $450 million, claimed to be 
a long-lost masterpiece by Leon-
ardo da Vinci. From the moment 
it is purchased from a shady New 
Orleans auction house, the fate of 
the Salvator Mundi is driven by an 
insatiable quest for fame, money 
and power. But as its price soars, 
so do questions about its authen-
ticity.

Wednesday, 4:00 PM

THE KILLING OF 
KENNETH CHAMBERLAIN 

Venue: Commonwealth Auditori-
um, Free

Director: David Midell, 2019, 83 min, Not 
Rated, USA, English

Based on a true story, the film fol-
lows events that led to the death 
of Kenneth Chamberlain Sr., an 
elderly Black veteran with bipolar 
disorder, who was killed during a 
conflict with police officers that 
were dispatched to check on him.

Discussion with executive produc-
er Milan Chakraborty ‘00
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Friday, 6:00 PM
THE TERRITORY 

The Indigenous Uru-eu-wau-wau 
people have seen their popula-
tion dwindle and their culture 
threatened since coming into 
contact with non-Native Brazil-
ians. Though promised dominion 
over their own rainforest territory, 
they have faced illegal incursions 
from environmentally destructive 
logging and mining, and, most 
recently, land-grabbing invasions 
spurred on by right-wing politi-
cians like President Jair Bolsonaro. 
With deforestation escalating as 
a result, the stakes have become 
global.

Director: Alex Pritz, 2022, 83 min, Not Rat-
ed, Brazil/Canada/Denmark/USA, Portu-
guese with English subtitles

Winner of the World Cinema Documen-
tary Special Jury Award: Documentary 
Craft and the Audience Award: World 
Cinema Documentary at the 2022 Sun-
dance Film Festival. 

Chronicling four years in the life of 
Julie, the film examines one wom-
an’s quest for love and meaning in 
the modern world. Fluidly told in 
twelve chapters, the film follows 
Julie as she explores new profes-
sional avenues and embarks on 
relationships with two very differ-
ent men in her search for happi-
ness and identity. 

Director: Joachim Trier, 2021, 128 min, 
Not Rated, Denmark/France/Norway/
Sweden, Norwegian with English 
subtitles

Nominated for Best International Feature 
Film and Best Original Screenplay at the 
94th Academy Awards. Winner of the 
Best Actress award and nominated for 
the Palme d’Or at the 2021 Cannes Film 
Festival.

Saturday, 8:00 PM

THE WORST PERSON 
IN THE WORLD

Venue: Tucker Theater, $10

Venue: AMPitheater at Lake Matoa-
ka, $10
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Friday, 4:00 PM
UMBERTO D 

When elderly pensioner Umberto 
Domenico Ferrari returns to his 
boarding house from a protest 
calling for a hike in old-age pen-
sions, his landlady demands her 
15,000-lire rent by the end of the 
month or he and his small dog 
will be turned out onto the street. 
Unable to get the money in time, 
Umberto fakes illness to get sent 
to a hospital, giving his beloved 
dog to the landlady’s pregnant 
maid for temporary safekeeping.

Venue: Hennage Auditorium, Free

Director: Vittorio De Sica, 1952, 91 min, Not 
Rated, Italy, Italian with English subtitles

Friday, 4:00 PM
WE FEED PEOPLE 

We Feed People spotlights re-
nowned chef José Andrés and his 
nonprofit World Central Kitchen’s 
incredible mission and evolution 
over 12 years from being a scrappy 
group of grassroots volunteers to 
becoming one of the most highly 
regarded humanitarian aid orga-
nizations in the disaster relief sec-
tor.

Director: Ron Howard, 2022, 89 min, Not 
Rated, USA, English

70th
Anniversary

Venue: Tucker Theater, $10
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Sunday, 3:00 PM

WM SHORTS:
DOCUMENTARY 

Venue: Tucker Theater, Free

THE GAP 
2022, 23:18, From Ryan Hartwell ‘22
An undergraduate decides to risk it all 
and take a leave from school for a new 
opportunity - the gap semester. 

THANKS FOR THE EGGS 
2022, 6:12, From Casey Lenhart ‘22
Although The Stooges are considered 
famous and influential now, in 1974, 
they were written off and ignored by 
everyone. Not caring about their future, 
the band goes out with a smash of bro-
ken beer bottles, jelly beans, and eggs. 

DREAMING CONSCIOUS
2021, 5:24, From Chloe Allen ‘21
What happens when the distinction 
between dreams and reality isn’t as 
simple as being awake or asleep? 

GHOST TOWN 
2020, 17:36, From Emily Fraser ‘07
The last living residents of a ghost 
town lost to the New Mexican desert 
return to say their final farewells. 

Friday, 8:00 PM
WILD MEN 

In a desperate attempt to cure his 
midlife crisis, Martin has fled his 
family to live high up in the Nor-
wegian mountains, hunting and 
gathering like his ancestors did 
thousands of years ago before su-
permarkets and smartphones ru-
ined everything.

Director: Thomas Daneskov, 2021, 101 min, 
Not Rated, Denmark, Danish with En-
glish subtitles 

Venue: AMPitheater at Lake Matoa-
ka, $10
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2 Screening Events
WM 24 SPEED

STUDENTS
Tuesday, April 5 - 8:00 PM

AMPitheater at Lake Matoaka, Free

Join us as we kick off the 2022 
festival with a collection of short 
films created by students in only 
24 hours. During this screening 
the submitted shorts will be pre-
miered and awards will go to the 
top films as decided by a jury… 
and don’t forget the crowd-pleas-
ing Audience Award - come out 
to vote for your favorite film! Pro-
duced in partnership with Reeder 
Media Center and WM Libraries. 

Sunday, 12:30 PM

WM SHORTS:
NARRATIVE 

Venue: Tucker Theater, Free

CASUAL FRIDAY
2021, 4:20, From Ted Hogeman ‘09
Time is not on his side.

THE MISSED 
2022, 8:02, From Alanna Wildermuth ‘12
This family must face a haunting & un-
foreseen reality. 

LET THE DAMN WORLD TALK 
2020, 10:52, From Shari E. Wiltshire, Osh-
er Instructor
Best friends reconnect and discuss 
making difficult choices. 

JUST VISITING 
2022, 3:11, From Rhys Pearce ‘24
Waking up in the middle of the night is 
usually for no reason. Or is it? 

FAITH 
2021, 3:21, From Jack Strayton ‘22
A normal day is turned into a night-
mare when a demon challenges a girl’s 
faith in the world. 

DANCE OF THE ORCAS  
2021, 32:17, From Omiyẹmi (Artisia) Green 
‘00, WM Professor of Theater & Africana 
Studies, Director, Africana Studies
When undrowning leads to freedom. 

ALUMNI
Saturday, April 9 - 9:00 PM

Tucker Theater, Free

The filmmaking alumni of William 
& Mary aren’t about to let all the 
current students have all the fun... 
It’s the same mission as the one 
tasked to students - create a film 
in 24 hours. A few extra require-
ments are thrown in for alumni 

- they can handle it. Mostly. “Pres-
tigious judges” will gift the best 
films coveted prizes. 
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V
IRTU

A
L FILM

S

This documentary features the 
incredible story of a small group 
of indigenous women who 
risk their lives to stop the $3.8 
billion Dakota Access oil pipeline 
construction that desecrated 
their ancient burial and prayer 
sites and threatens their land, 
water, and very existence. When 
the population of their peaceful 
protest camp exceeds 10,000, 
the women unwittingly find 
themselves the leaders of a global 
movement.

Director: Shannon Kring, 2021, USA, 87 
min, Finnland, English

END OF THE LINE:
THE WOMEN OF 
STANDING ROCK

The AIAF virtual festival is being 
hosted on Eventive, a secure digi-
tal platform designed to bring the 
festival experience online. After 
purchasing a single virtual pass, 
you’ll have on-demand access to 
all films throughout the five days 
of the festival (April 6-10). 

Individual tickets are not avail-
able for virtual films. You can 
watch films on your computer or 
through dedicated apps for Roku, 
Apple TV, and more. 

More details and FAQs about the 
virtual viewing hub are available 
at ampersandfestival.com/virtual.

Access to the virtual viewing hub 
is included with all festival passes.  

VIRTUAL 
FESTIVAL
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LET THE LITTLE 
LIGHT SHINE

Director: Kevin Shaw, 2022, 86 min, USA, 
English

When a thriving, top-ranked Chi-
cago Black elementary school is 
threatened to be closed and re-
placed by a new high school that 
favors the community’s wealthier 
residents, parents, students and 
educators fight for the elementa-
ry school’s survival.

Under-resourced schools across 
the United States have been 
closed due to underperformance, 
but Let the Little Light Shine tells 
a unique story of a high perform-
ing school with a 100% graduation 
rate potentially being shuttered 
for the benefit of a higher social 
strata.

FLEE 

Amin arrived as an unaccompa-
nied minor in Denmark from Af-
ghanistan. Today, at 36, he is a 
successful academic and is get-
ting married to his long-time boy-
friend. A secret he has been hiding 
for over 20 years threatens to ruin 
the life he has built for himself. For 
the first time he is sharing his sto-
ry with his close friend.

Director: Jonas Poher Rasmussen, 2021, 
89 min, Denmark/Estonia/Finland/
France/Italy/Norway/Slovenia/Spain/Swe-
den/USA, Danish, French, Persian (Farsi), 
& Russian with English subtitles 

Nominated for Best Documentary Fea-
ture, Best Animated Feature, and Best In-
ternational Feature in the 2021 Academy 
Awards. Winner of the Grand Jury Prize in 
World Cinema Documentary at the 2021 
Sundance Festival. Nominated for four 
awards at the 2022 Annie Awards.
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Academy Award-winning direc-
tor Louie Psihoyos teams up with 
co-director Peggy Callahan on 
Mission: Joy - Finding Happiness 
in Troubled Times, a documenta-
ry with unprecedented access to 
the unlikely friendship of two in-
ternational icons who transcend 
religion: His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama & Archbishop Tutu. In their 
final joint mission, these self-de-
scribed mischievous brothers give 
a master class in how to create joy 
in a world that was never easy for 
them. They offer science-backed 
wisdom to help each of us live 
with more joy, despite circum-
stances. 

Director: Louie Psihoyos, Co-Director: 
Peggy Callahan, 2021,  90 min, USA, 
English

MISSION: JOY - 
FINDING HAPPINESS 
IN TROUBLED TIMES

MY EMPTINESS 
AND I

Director: Adrián Silvestre, 2022, 98 min, 
Spain, Spanish with English subtitles

Raphi is young, androgynous and 
naive. In Barcelona, she begins a 
gender transition as well as an 
arduous journey to find her true 
identity. Co-written and starring 
Raphaëlle Pérez, this is the narra-
tive follow-up to director Adrián 
Silvestre’s ground-breaking hy-
brid doc Sediments (p. 24), featur-
ing many of the same trans per-
formers and artists.
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SEDIMENTS
Director: Adrián Silvestre, 2021, 89 min, 
Spain, Spanish with English subtitles

Six trans women travel to a small 
town in León where they will ex-
plore unusual landscapes, as well 
as the ins and outs of their own 
personalities. Looking for answers 
about what connects them as a 
group, they will learn to deal with 
their differences. Sediments is an 
engaging and fun story about em-
pathy, individuality, and the need 
to belong.

MY NAME IS 
GULPILIL 

Director: Molly Reynolds, 2021, 101 min, 
Australia, English 

A true icon of Australian cinema. 
His mesmerizing, electrifying 
presence leapt off the big screen 
and changed Australian screen 
representation forever. The only 
actor to appear in both of the two 
highest grossing Australian films 
of all time, Crocodile Dundee 
(1986) and Australia (2008), David 
Gulpilil is known throughout the 
world for his unforgettable perfor-
mances – from his breakthrough 
in Walkabout (1971) to his Cannes 
Un Certain Regard Best Actor 
award winning role in Charlie’s 
Country (2013). Integral to the tell-
ing of so many legendary screen 
stories, Gulpilil, now nearing the 
end of his life, generously shares 
his own story while battling lung 
cancer. The actor, dancer, singer 
and painter takes us boldly on the 
journey that is his most extraordi-
nary, culture-clashing life.
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TIGRE GENTE

A Bolivian park ranger and a young 
Hong Kongese journalist risk their 
lives to go undercover and inves-
tigate a new, deadly jaguar trade 
that’s sweeping South America. 
Along the way, they grapple with 
questions of empathy, responsi-
bility, and bridging a cultural gap 
to prevent the jaguar trade from 
spiraling out of control.

Director: Elizabeth Unger, 2021,93 min, 
USA, Spanish with English subtitles

AND MORE!

Blue Ridge Barnum (p. 4)

Count Gauntly’s Horrors - 
#100 The Last Act (p. 6)

Et Tu Rob? The Play: The Movie (p. 8)

Girl Picture (p. 9)

Hit the Road (p. 11)

Hive (p. 11)

Kringle Time (p. 12)

My Asian-American Dream (p. 13)

Most WM Shorts (pp. 19 & 20)

In addition to screening in-person, the 
following films will be available on the 
festival’s virtual viewing hub. 
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Saturday, 8:00 PM

BARKSDALE 
TREBLE CHORUS

Venue: Bruton Parish Church, Free

Founded in 1923, William & Mary 
Barksdale Treble Chorus contin-
ues to bring joy and music to Wil-
liamsburg. The ensemble consists 
of approximately 50 undergrad-
uate women of a wide variety of 
interests and majors. Join the 
ensemble for their Spring Perfor-
mance at Bruton Parish Church 
during the festival weekend.

Friday, 6 PM & 8 PM

ARAB ARTS 
GALA

Venue: Williamsburg Regional 
Library

LIVE MUSIC & DANCE
8:00 PM, Free

This program includes a perfor-
mance by the WM Middle Eastern 
Music Ensemble featuring Nicole 
LeCorgne and Leah Glenn’s Mod-
ern IV Barefoot Dancers.

DOCUMENTARY FILM
6:00 PM, $10

A screening of the Sundance doc-
umentary Sirens (p. 14) will open 
this program. 
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Saturday, 12 - 5 PM
COLORS 

Venue: Stryker Center, Free

COLORS is a collaborative show of 
art by photographer Kathy Horns-
by and painter Connie Desaul-
niers. These two longtime friends 
share their love of color saturation 
in their art forms. Florals that are 
abstracted by water and light em-
body Hornsby’s ethereal “Flower 
Disarrangement” photographic 
series. Desaulniers’ fanciful paint-
ings conjure stories designed to 
spark the viewer’s imagination.

Come meet the artists as they 
welcome visitors to the Grand 
Opening of COLORS on April 9 
from 12:00-5:00 PM in the Stryker 
Center. Learn more about the art-
ists of COLORS at moonshadow.
design/colors.

Saturday, 7:30 PM

Venue: Kimball Theatre, Free

CONTEMPORARY 
WEST DANCE 
COMPANY

The mission of Contemporary 
West Dance Theatre (CWDT) is 
to continue the American Legacy 
of excellence in dance by creat-
ing opportunities to nurture, ed-
ucate and advance future artists. 
CWDT is dedicated to presenting 
performances and preserving the 
work of generations of great art-
ists, choreographers and teach-
ers, while showcasing the work of 
emerging talent in a broad spec-
trum of dance styles. CWDT seeks 
to maintain a multicultural per-
forming arts company that builds 
artistic bridges not only within our 
arts community, but beyond its 
borders as well.

Sponsored by the William & Mary 
Class of 1939 Endowment 
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CW LIGHTS 
April 7-30: 8-10:30 PM

Venue: Colonial Williamsburg Gov-
ernor’s Palace, Ticketed

Enjoy a family-friendly evening ex-
perience in the Governor’s Palace 
Gardens! This magical glow event 
will transform the world-class gar-
dens into the star of the show, il-
luminating the spring bloom like 
never before. For tickets and more 
info visit: colonialwilliamsburg.org.

From April 7 - 10, FRIENDS OF THE 
FESTIVAL pass holders may use 
their festival pass for VIP entry to 
CW Lights without a reservation. 

February 12 - May 29

Venue: Muscarelle Museum of Art,
$10

EDGAR DEGAS: 
THE PRIVATE 

IMPRESSIONIST

This extraordinary exhibition fea-
tures works by the celebrated 
artist and his peers, providing an 
in-depth examination into Degas’ 
methods and techniques. Mus-
carelle Explorations: Degas in-
cludes lectures, live drawing work-
shops, a concert, a film screening 
(p. 7), and a book club discussion. 
This series will give participants a 
special insight into the exhibition 
Edgar Degas: The Private Impres-
sionist and deepen their under-
standing of this enigmatic artist.

Exhibit admission during the fes-
tival is included with any festival 
pass; individual tickets are avail-
able for direct purchase through 
the Muscarelle.
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Friday

ROBERTO JAMORA: 
ORIGINAL PRINT WORK 

For details visit: 
ampersandfestival.com/artsfestival

As part of his Asian Centennial 
Distinguished Fine Arts Fellow-
ship, Roberto Jamora created an 
original abstract print of which 
50 exclusive copies will be made 
available for purchase. 

Roberto Jamora is a Filipino Amer-
ican visual artist and educator 
based in Richmond, Virginia. He 
holds an MFA from Purchase Col-
lege, State University of New York 
and a BFA from Virginia Common-
wealth University. He teaches at 
Virginia Commonwealth Universi-
ty and William & Mary. Roberto is 
represented by Page Bond Gallery 
in Richmond and FLXST Contem-
porary in Chicago. His artwork is 
included in collections including 
Capital One, Atlanta Hawks NBA 
Team, and several private collec-
tions in North America, the Philip-
pines and United Kingdom.

Friday & Saturday, 8 PM
SPECTACULAR 

Venue: Commonwealth Auditorium 
$5-$10

A student thesis musical produc-
tion by Paul Hardin ‘22. Nicolas du 
Vernay is an aspiring playwright, 
commissioned by the King to di-
rect a cast of blue-blooded play-
ers during the Royal Wedding 
celebrations at Versailles. Leonor 
is a Spanish princess, arranged 
to be married to the philandering 
French Dauphin, Louis. Despite 
barriers of class and questions of 
honor, sparks fly between the two 
unlikely lovers in fabulous French 
fashion in this new musical in-
spired by the works of Corneille, 
Moliere, and Perrault.

Admission is included with any 
festival pass; individual tickets 
are available for direct purchase 
through the Spectacular ticketing 
website.
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April 6 - 10

Venue: Various campus buildings, 
Free

UNDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH MONTH 

ARTS EVENTS 

Studio Art Majors 
Senior Critique Showcase
Open Free Exhibit
Andrews Hall 
A work-in-progress art showcase 
of studio art majors.

Charles Center Undergraduate 
Research Poster Session - 
Literature, Language, & Writing
Wednesday, 2:00 - 4:00 PM
Blow Hall 201
Free

Charles Center Undergraduate 
Research Poster Session - 
The Arts
Thursday, 2:00 - 4:00 PM
Blow Hall 201
Free

Wednesday, 6:00 PM

WM GLOBAL 
MUSIC & DANCE 

SHOWCASE

A global showcase of W&M stu-
dent international musical and 
dance performance organizations, 
including the Middle Eastern Mu-
sic Ensemble, Brazilian Ensemble, 
Music of India Ensemble, Rus-
sian Music Ensemble, Bharathan-
atyam Dance, and more. 

Sponsored by Terry Buntrock

Venue: AMPitheater at Lake Matoa-
ka, Free
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Thursday, 7:00 PM

AUTHOR TALK: 
AURIELLE MARIE 

Venue: Reves Room, Free

Aurielle is a 2017 winner of the 
Blue Mesa Review poetry award. 
She’s the Lambda Literary 2019 
Poetry Emerging Writer-in-Resi-
dence. She won the 2019 Plough-
shares Emerging Writers Award 
for Poetry. Aurielle’s poetry debut, 
Gumbo Ya Ya is the 2020 winner of 
the Cave Canem Poetry Prize, and 
is out from the University of Pitts-
burgh Press. As an essayist, Auri-
elle explores subjects of justice, 
Blackness, bodies, sex, and pop 
culture in an urgent and lyrical 
voice, from a Black feminist lens. 

Hosted by Jon Pineda, WM Asso-
ciate Professor of English

Wednesday, 7:00 PM

AUTHOR TALK: 
FARAH ALI 

Venue: Reves Room, Free

Farah Ali is from Karachi, Pakistan. 
Her work won the 2020 Pushcart 
Prize and received special men-
tion in the 2018 Pushcart anthol-
ogy. Her more recent stories can 
be found in Shenandoah, The Ar-
kansas International, The South-
ern Review, and Kenyon Review 
online. Her debut short-story col-
lection, People Want to Live, was 
published by McSweeney’s in 2021.

Hosted by Brian Castleberry, Di-
rector of Creative Writing at WM 
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Friday, 7:00 PM

AUTHOR TALK: 
KELLI JO FORD

Venue: Washington 201, Free

Kelli Jo Ford is a citizen of the 
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma. 
She is the recipient of numerous 
awards and fellowships, includ-
ing the Paris Review’s Plimpton 
Prize, the Everett Southwest Lit-
erary Award, the Katherine Bake-
less Nason Award at Bread Loaf, a 
National Artist Fellowship by the 
Native Arts & Cultures Foundation, 
and a Dobie Paisano Fellowship. 
Her fiction has appeared in the 
Paris Review, Virginia Quarterly 
Review, Missouri Review, and the 
anthology Forty Stories: New Writ-
ing from Harper Perennial, among 
other places.

Hosted by Brian Castleberry, Di-
rector of Creative Writing at WM 

Saturday, 10:00 AM

MEDIA MENTORS 
SPRING SHOWCASE

Venue: Reeder Media Center, Free

Throughout the 2021-22 school 
year, Williamsburg area high 
school students have participat-
ed in the Media Mentors student 
filmmaking program, presented 
in partnership with the Amper-
sand International Arts Festival. In 
this culminating showcase event, 
students from this year’s program 
will present their final projects as 
live script table reads.

ABOUT MEDIA MENTORS
Media Mentors mission is to pro-
vide youth in “The 757” (Hampton 
Roads area of Virginia) with tools, 
education, and platforms to cre-
ate and own their narratives. Their 
programs encourage creativity, 
build confidence, and inspire en-
trepreneurship. To learn more visit 
mediamentors.org. 
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Friday, 2:00 PM

ROCKET PITCH: ARTS 
& ENTERTAINMENT

Venue: Alan B. Miller Entrepreneur-
ial Center, Free

A special edition of the regular 
WM Entrepreneurial Center live 
business pitch competition, fea-
turing festival guests and alumni 
working in the arts & entertain-
ment industry.

ABOUT THE CENTER
The Alan B. Miller Entrepreneur-
ship Center exists to educate, in-
spire, and support students in 
developing the skills and mindset 
of an entrepreneur. We view en-
trepreneurship through the wid-
er lens of entrepreneurial think-
ing—a highly versatile set of skills 
and a mindset that is necessary to 
solve wicked problems.

Tuesday, 10:00 PM

SMASH BY 
THE LAKE

Compete against players from the 
official W&M Super Smash Broth-
ers Ultimate esports team in a ca-
sual tournament, outdoors on the 
big screen at the AMPitheater! 

PRESENTED BY WM ESPORTS
Esports is the world of organized 
competitive video gameplay that 
requires a tremendous amount of 
critical thinking, communication, 
collaboration, and creativity. What 
was once thought of as a casu-
al video gaming culture is now a 
legitimate academic and applied 
initiative. Esports is the center for 
collaboration with interdisciplin-
ary courses exploring the inter-
sections of gaming, learning theo-
ry, psychology, computer science, 
music, event planning, marketing, 
sports analytics, and hospitality.

Venue: AMPitheater at Lake Matoa-
ka, Free
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HOW TO WRITE FUN STUFF ABOUT THE WORLD’S MOST DEPRESSING THINGS
Monday, 1 PM, Virtual  •  Jill Twiss ‘98

Everything is terrible. But we still have to make jokes and tell stories, because that’s what 
makes us human! As a writer for “Last Week Tonight with John Oliver” and “The Amber 
Ruffin Show,” I’ve spent years writing comedy about everything from War to Racism to 
Lethal Injections. Bring a pen and paper, and let’s try to figure out how we get through...
whatever this world is…by making art.

Workshops take place in the REEDER MEDIA CENTER  
or on Zoom. Get the link at ampersandfestival.com/workshops.

GOING YOUR OWN WAY
Tuesday, 10 AM, Virtual  •  Kelley Quinn ‘09

The entertainment industry is full of gatekeepers, but if you can work with friends to 
produce your own projects, you can often bypass them! We’ll talk briefly about all aspects 
of creating your own short film or series, from concept development and fundraising to 
production and getting it out in the world. Come with ideas!

DOPE THINGS TO THINK ABOUT WHEN ENTERING THE FILM INDUSTRY
Tuesday, 1 PM, Virtual  •  Lauretta Prevost ‘05

This workshop is designed to be what I would want my little sister to think about if she 
was considering Entering The Film Industry. I will also give you some practical tips, and I’ll 
share a top 10 list of lessons learned. You can hear my advice and take it or leave it, and I’m 
stoked for you to have the opportunity to learn from my mistakes!

TALENT AND CASTING TIPS AND TRICKS
Wednesday, 11 AM, Ford Classroom  •  Sheri Bias ‘97

This session will cover tips and tricks for individual talent as well as thoughts on casting 
and experiences from the trenches in the industry.

EPIC ANIMATION: BUFFALOES, MODEL TRAINS, AND TOXIC WASTE
Wednesday, 1 PM, Ford Classroom  •  Mary Beth Reed ‘91

A brief tour inside the miniature world of independent experimental animation. We’ll 
examine a project with a 10,000 year half life 20 years in the making, an animated 
exploration of the Rocky Flats super fund site near Boulder, Colorado, including 
storyboards, animatics, model building, and compositing.

100 EPISODES OF PUBLIC ACCESS SUPERSTARDOM
Thursday, 12:00 PM, Ford Classroom  •  Brian Terrill ‘12

Since 2013, Count Gauntly has broadcast forgotten films from his subterranean studio. Join 
the Count as he looks back at 100 episodes, and shares the secrets of using public access 
television to tell the stories in your head… without any budget or industry connections.

HOW UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH PREPARES STUDENTS FOR A CAREER IN THE CREATIVE ARTS
Thursday, 1 PM, Cox Classroom  •  Caitlin Clements ’11

Join this conversation between aspiring filmmaker Molly McCarthy Flood ‘22 and Tony-
winning theater producer Caitlin Clements ‘11.
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ASK ME ANYTHING: THE WRITERS’ ROOM
Thursday, 2 PM, Ford Classroom  •  Cord Jefferson ‘04

As a writer, Cord got his start in journalism. He then transitioned to writing for television 
and his credits include Watchmen, Succession, The Good Place, and Master of None. He is 
the recipient of an Emmy Award, NAACP Image Award, and two Writers Guild of America 
Awards. Join this session to hear about his journey to the writers’ room and what it’s like 
to work on a television series. 

FREELANCE ARTS/CULTURE WRITING AND CONTEMPORARY FILM CRITICISM
Friday, 1 PM, Ford Classroom  •  Beatrice Loayza ‘15

This workshop will introduce students to the basics of freelance (arts and culture) writing 
for a diverse range of publications, like trade magazines, daily newspapers, entertainment 
and arts websites, and quarterlies. Discussion will emphasize film writing and the film 
industry as it pertains to editorial, with some insights into theater, book, arts, and cultural 
criticism.

FIRST-TIME FILMMAKING FROM SCRIPT TO SCREEN
Saturday, 11: 30 AM, Ford Classroom  •  Shari Wiltshire, WM Osher Instructor

No film degree? No access to Hollywood? No inherited wealth? No problem! Let’s talk 
about learning craft from scratch - from script to screen. You’re going to learn how to be 
an excellent filmmaker using the strengths you already have! Make sure you watch her 
film (p. 20) before joining the workshop!

THE ABSOLUTE DO’S AND DO-NOT’S OF MAKING A MICROBUDGET FEATURE FILM
Saturday, 11 AM, Cox Classroom  •  Zan Gillies ‘09

In this workshop, we’ll go through the best practices for writing and producing a 
microbudget (or zero-budget) feature, using the lessons that I learned from making my 
film Kringle Time (p. 12). I’ll tell you what to do, what not to do, and maybe a few things in 
between.

WRITING THE LOW BUDGET FILM
Saturday, 1 PM, Ford Classroom  •  Kevin Smith, WM Visiting FMST Assistant Professor

In this workshop, you’ll learn about the creative choices that drive up a film’s budget 
(so you can avoid them) and methods to maximize your budget. And you’ll learn about 
networking, ways to break in, defining your brand, raising money and how to create 
entertainment people will want to buy.

DEMYSTIFYING THE ANIMATION PIPELINE
Saturday, 2 PM, Virtual  •  Gustav Lindquist ‘07

For anyone interested in the world of animation, Gustav will provide an overview of the 
workflow used by major and independent studios to make your favorite animated films 
and TV shows.

STUNTVIZ - INTRO TO PLANNING STUNT SEQUENCES
Sunday, 11 AM, Virtual  •  James Northrup ‘04

Quick and dirty - How professional stunt people plan and execute action and fight scenes 
for TV and movies. Students will learn from a range of StuntViz videos from an instructor 
with first-hand knowledge.

INDIE FILM PRODUCING 101: HOT HOLLY TO HOLLYWOOD
Friday, 11 AM, Ford Classroom  •  Milan Chakraborty ‘00

An interactive discussion on what to expect in a career in entertainment. Will weave in 
stories from being an accounting major at W&M, to a CPA, to an Internal Auditor to being 
on my first ever film set. At 29 years old, I made a career change to indie film and have 
done over 20 films including several that have played at Sundance, Tribeca, & Toronto.
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VENUES
The Alan B. Miller 
Entrepreneurship Center
249 Richmond Road

The AMPitheaer at Lake Matoaka
(Martha Wren Briggs Amphitheatre)
121 Ukrop Way

Commonwealth Auditorium
Sadler Center
200 Stadium Drive

The Governor’s Palace
300 Palace Green Street

The Hennage Auditorium
Inside the Art Museums of Colonial 
Williamsburg, 301 Nassau Street

Kimball Theatre
428 W Duke of Gloucester Street

Movie Tavern Williamsburg
1430 High Street

Muscarelle Museum of Art
603 Jamestown Road 

The Reeder Media Center
Ground Floor, Earl Gregg Swem 
Library, 400 Landrum Drive

Reves Room, WM Reves Center 
for International Studies
200 S Boundary Street 

Tucker Theater
Tucker Hall, Room 127 A
350 James Blair Drive

Washington Hall 201
241 Jamestown Road

Williamsburg Community 
Building
401 N. Boundary Street

Williamsburg Regional Library
515 Scotland Street

Parking info for each venue is available 
at ampersandfestival.com/venues. After 5 
PM on Friday, visitors may park on WM’s 
campus without a permit.

BELLE (p. 3)

ASCENSION (p. 3)

MISSION JOY (p. 23)
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